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must beeome more self-reliant. The greateat
difficulty in the.case of many road boards
is to make them strike a rate at all, as is

proved by the fact that this clause ’ makes-

the striking of rates a matter of compulsion.
The development of some districts has ad-
vanced so far that a2 maximum- rate of 2s.
no ‘longer suffices, It should be raised to 2s.
6d. I therefore move an amendment—

That in Subelause (2), paragraph (bh),
after the words ‘‘two shillings’’ there be
inserted “‘and sixpence.’’

Mr. Pickering: 'The general rvates now
struck do not me]ucla samtary and certain
other rates,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I lla.VB not bean
20 0dd years in municipal life without learn-
ing what a general rate includes:
the road 'boards are borrowing money for
work which should be constructed out of re-
venue.

Mr. Money: Would you inerease the rate
and lessen the borrowing power?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: No. It is only
since the Government subsidy has been re-
duced that the boards have had power to
borrow at all, It frequently happens that
a beard strikes the maximum rate and then,
finding it has not sufficient revenue, bor-
rows money and strikes a loan rate in addi-
tion to the general rate.

The Minister for Works:
is a fairly large rating.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: But not snffieiently
large as a maximum. In small areas in
partienlar it i3 desirable that the loeal au-
thority should have power to raise 2s. 6d.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I hope
the Committee will not accept the amend-
ment. Two. shillings is as high as we ought
to go. I think it would be foolish to malke
the road boards rating higher than that
provided in the Municipalities Aect.

Amendment put and pegatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 233 to 252—agreed to.

Clawse 253—Discount on rates for prompt
payment:

Mr. PICKERING: This introduces a new
principle into the finaneial administration
of road boards. T should like to know from

Two shillings

the Minister if it is the general wish of voad .

boards that such provision should be made.

The Minister for Works: Yes.

Clanse put and passed. .

Clausés 254 to 340--agreed to.

Clause 341—Charges need not be regis-
tered

PICKBRING:. This i a new clause
of Whleh T should like an explavation.

The - MINTSTER. FOR WORES: The
ela.use mmp]y mgans that all the charges for
which the Bill provides'shall be valid and
effective agamstq any 7property without
special registration or caveat.

Clause -put and passed;

Clduses 342 to 356—agreed to.

To-day-
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[The Speaker resumed the Chair,]

'Progress reported.

House adjourned gt 12.81 a.mn. (Friday).

Legislative Council,
' Tuesdey, 21st October, 1919.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

SELECT COMMITTEE—FRUIT CASES
BILL.

Extcns:.on of Time.

On motion by Hon, A, Sanderson the time
for bringing up- the seléet committee’s rve-
port was extended by one week.

QUES’I‘ION—WHEAT 8CHEME, EX-
PENDITURE.

Hon. J. MILLS (for Hon. J. A. Greig)
asled the Honorary Minister:—1, What wag
the total amount paid to the members of the
Wheat Scheme (other than the manager)
for last financial year. 2, What was the
total rent paid for the ofﬁces of the Wheai
Scheine for the year? 3 What was the
total of wages and salaries paid to office em-
ployees and country inspectors for the year?®
4, What was the cost of printing, station-
ery, and all other expenditure in connection
with the office of the Wheat Scheme for the
year§ 5, What has it cost the Scheme, per
bushel, o receive at depot, stack, rebag
where necessary, rail to port and ship (ex-
cluding cost of railage and demurrage)? 6,
What amount has been paid for demurra.ge?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
1, £14 143 2d., this being for travelling ex-
pensea. ‘2, £515. 3, £10,554 16s. 7d. 4, £1,275
163, 44. 5 The average cost to 30th Jnne,
1919, includmg_al] serviees and working ox-
penses, is 1.18d. per bushel. & The demurrage
paid* for the ﬁnanmal year was £1,020 18s.
ad. C)
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QUESTION—BRAN AND POLLARD.

Hon. J. MILLS (for Hon. J. A, Greig)
asked the Honorary Minister: 1, What
quantity of (a) bran, (b) pollard, has beea
gold for local (State) renquirements each
month during the last twelve months? 2,
What gquantity has been exported’ to the
Fastern States?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
1, The Wheidt Scheme has sold for local
reqiirements doring the last twelve monthg
36,436 tons of bram and 15,946 tons of pol-
lard 2, It has exported 160 tons bran and
110 tons pollard during the same period.

MOTION—ELECTORAL, METROPOLI-
TAN PROVINCE.

Seat declared vacant.

The MINISTER POR EDUCATION
{Hon. H. P. Colebatch—East) [4.33]: I
move—

That this Homse declares that there is
a vacancy in the Honse for a represents-
tive of the Metropolitan Provinee caused
by the death of the Hon.- H. J. Saunders.

Question put and passed.

BILL—DIVORCE ACT AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and transmitted to
the Legisiative Assembly.

BILL—PEARLING ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Assembly’s Messagas,

Schednle of Four amendments made by the
Assembly now considered.

Hon. J. F. Allen in the Chair; the Mia-
ister for Education in charge of the Bill.

No. 1.
Clause 13, al the end of Part IIL

THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
When the Bill was before the House a num-
her of clanses in it were printed in italics
bacause they related to the imposing of
license fees and fines, ete. It is not com-
petent for this Hounse to injtiate legislation
of that kind, and none of these clauses waa
dealt with when the Bill was before the
‘House. The Bill was passed in the Legis-
lative Assembly without amendments. The
. amendments which appear on the Notice
Paper as amendmtents made by the Legisla-
‘tive Assembly are the italicised clauses
which were in the Bill when it was hefore
-this Honse, but which this House was not
competent to deal with because it conld not
inmitiate legislation of this kind. I move—

That the Assembly’s amendment Le
agreed to.
Question pot and passed the Assembly’s
amendment agreed to.
Ne.: 2:

Insért a new elause to stand as
_«Clause 15: : '

Insert a mew clause, to stand as ~
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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I

nove—

That the Assembly’s amendment be
agreed to,

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 8: Ingert a new clause to stand as
Clause 20.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
move—
That the Assembly’s awmendment be
agreed to.

Question put and passed;

the Assembly’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 4: Insert a new clanse to stand as
Clause 22,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1

move—
That the Assembly’s amendment be
agreed to.
Question put aad passed;
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,

and a Message accordmgly returned to the
Assembly.

the Assembly’s

BILL.—STATE CHILDRIJN ACT
AMENDMENT,

Assembly’s further Message.

The Assembly, having notified the Council
that it had agreed to the further amend-
ments made by the Counecil to Nos. 1 and 10
of the amendments made by the Assembly,
but disagreed to the Couneil’s further amend-
ment made to No. §, the reasons for the same
were now considered.

In Committee,

Hon, J. P. Allen in the Ghair; the Min-
ister for Edueation in charge of the Bill.

No. 8 Clause 17.—The amendment of the
Legislative Assembly was as follows:—In-
sert at the beginuning of the paragraph (¢)
the fol]omng words: ‘‘except with the
license in writing of the Minister, and sub-
ject to such restrictions and GDllﬂlthllB a3
may be therein expressed,’’ The amend-
ment of the Legislative Couneil to this
amendment is as follows:” In paragraph (e)
of the clause, page 6, line two, before the
word ‘gehool? insert ©¢ shurch’’:

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
reason why tlie Assembly has disagreed with
the Council’s amendment is that it is not one
to the origindl amendment of the Legislative
Assembly, but to ancther part of the clause.
I am afraid there.is no course open to me
but to move that the ameundment be not in-
gisted on. No doubt had the matter been
raised at the time on a point of order, there
would have heen some question ag to whether
we were not going DLeyond our rights in
inoving the amendment. Tt iz obviouws it was
not an amendment 1o the amendment of the
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Legisiative Assembly, but to another part of
the clanse. I do not know that it matters.
In practice the present phraseclogy ‘chari-
table purposes’! does not-in all cases include
charitable purpose, but it would be inter-
preted as having that effect. T assure the
mover of the amendment, Mr. Nicholson, that
it 18 not intended to impose any restrictions
so far as other charitable purposes are com-

cerned. [ do not think the omission of the
word ‘‘church’’ would. have any serious
effect. I move—

That the Council’s amendment be not
ingigted upon.

Question put and passed.

Resolutions reported, the report addpted,
and a Message accordingly returned to the
Assembly.

BILL—TRATTIC,
. Second Reading.

.Debate resumed from 16th October,

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM (North}
[4.44]: After listening to the lucid explana-
tion of the leader of the House the other
night in connection with this Bill, T think
we might all congratulate ourselves upon
having a-Bill of this deseription now placed
hefore ug for our consideration. It is time
we had a consolidation of all the measures
dealing with this subject, and so far as I
have heen able to read and study the Bill,
and after the explanation to which I have
referred, I have come to the conclusion that
this is a very satiafactory Bill. One of the
main prineiples that I have been ahle to
discover is that all drivers of motor vehicles
in future are to be licensed, and they are
only to be licensed after examination. This
represents a great advance on existing com-
ditions. It has eome within the experience
of many of us that peopls of both sexes of
immnature age are in the habit of driving
motor vehicles without that care and experi-
ence hecessary to public safety. A locomo-
tive driver on a passenger train has to be

. examined and certificated before he is per-
mitted to drive, even though he drives only
on a pair of rails, whereas in the congested
traffic in the streets of Perth we find young
people of, very little experience driving other
people about in motor vehicles in a most
reckless manner, Wwith no rails to restriet
them at all. T have seen several accidents in
which people have been almost killed owing
tc motor-ear driving by inexperienced driv-
ers, and 1 am glad indeed to find that at
last these young people will have to be
licensed after proper examination. Another
advantageous provision is that the speed
limit is to be abolished. In regard to this
a2 numhber of people have exclaimed, ‘‘Oh,
what a dreadful thing! Drivers will he able
to drive as fast as they like ’’ T have re-
plied, ¢¢Yes, but only with diseretion.’’ The
object of having & motor car of power and
gpeed is to get over one’s journey in the
shortest posgible time, and therefore it seems

[COUNCIL.]

absurd to find a car limited to 12 miles an
hour, the speed of a horse and sulky, on an
unirequented road. It is omly proper that
people should be allowed to go at speed with
diseretion. It has been asked, ‘‘Are they to
be trusted to use discretion?’’ Well, there
are two safeguards. In the first place, no
person will be allowed to drive a motor
vehicle until he shall have been examined
and duly licensed; and, in the second place,
Clause 15 provides that any licensed driver,
atter two convictions, shall have his license
taken away. This should be a most effective
safeguard aginst reckless driving. Probably
no Bill was ever placed before Parliament
withont some objection being raised to it.
The chief objections to the Bill before us
come from the Perth city council, The tweo
points they object to most strongly are—1,
that the administration of traffic in the met-
ropolitan should be taken from the local au-
thorities and placed in the hands of the
police; and 2, that license feeg in the metro-
politan area are to be paid to the Minister
and distributed by the Minister to local au-

thorities in such proportions as he
may think fit. In regard to the frst,
I can quite understand the attitude

of the city council. T believe in a local au-
thority having entire control of their town
or eity, and being made responsible for its
welfare, Personally, I would vote for the
handing over of the trams to the muniei-
pality, beecause I think the munieipality
ghould control all such undertakings within
‘the boundaries of the city. In this eass,
however, the exceeption may be defended on
the grounds, perhaps, of necessity, and, fur-
ther, that the work can be better carried out
by the police than by the city couneil. Still,
I think it is going to unnecessary lengths
when such questions as the granting of
licenses and the allocation of stands for
vehicles for hire, and the general administra.
tion of the traffic, are to be taken entirely
out of the hands of the ecity couneil and
placed in the hands of the police. However,
T am not going to ingist upon my opinion,
becanse I have not had the necessary experi-
ence in the handling of traffic to he able to
prenounce definitely upon such a question,
In London the traffic is ran by the county
council, There the police have the solo
control of the traffic; and they control it
splendidly, But whether they have all the
power which it is here proposed to place in
the hands of the police is quite another gques-
tion, '

Hon. J. Cornell: In England each county
has its own police.

Hon. 8ir E. H. WITTENOOM: I under-
stand it is not on the same lines as obtain
here. I quite agree with the police control-
ling the actual traffie. A fair compromise
would be that the city council should make
their by-laws and regulations and the police
administer them, There may be arguments
even against that. The police may be in &
better position to judge as to whom licenses
should be granted. As I say, with my super-
ficial knowledge, I think that the city coun-
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¢il should be in charge of the eity, and
should make the regulations and by-laws,
and the police should carry them out. In
regard to the second objection, namely, the
payment of all feea to the Minister, and the
allocation of those fees among the local au-
thorities by the Minister, I am not in a
position to give any authoritative opiniom,
and therefore I shall bow to the presum-
ably better judgment of those who inserted
the provision in the Bill, at least unless I
hear gome convincing argument against it.
The width of tires question is a highly im-
portant one. In my opinion there should be
2 minimum width of tire for any wheel
earrying freights. ‘In Perth one can often
find a load on wheels having tires not more
than 2in. wide. Nothing conld be better
caleulated to eut up the roads. I shounld fix
a minimum of 3in. for any wheels carrying
freights. I have given the Bill careful con-
sideration, and T find in it a few points.to
which I wish to refer. First, there is the
examination and licensing of  motor ear
drivers, the zholition of the speed limit, and
the provision of safegnards against reckless
driving. These I have already discunssed.
Clauge 20 gives the Commissioner of Police
power to pgrant and issue annnal licenses
provided that no license shall be granted
until the applicant has proved his driving
ability to the reasonable satisfaction of the
examiner, The only weak point in that is
as to the appointment of the examiner,
which is to be 1éft ifi the hands of the Com-
missioner of Police, Clause 21 provides that
an unlicensed person learning to drive a car
may drive that car if accompanied by a
licensed driver. That may be all very well
for unfrequented streets, but I doubt whether
it shomld be permitted to apply to Bt
George’s-terrace, where it might prove te
be rather 5 dangerous experiment.

Hon. J. Cornell: In unfrequented streets
it might be a danger to youngsters.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: That is
so. Clause 31 provides that the local au-
thority is not to be liable for damage caused
to a traction engine by ita breaking through
the road, or through a culvert. Surely there
is a certain responsibility on the part of
local authorities to keep their roads in
order! Suppose a culvert is out of repair,

will not the local authority be liable for any -

damage that may result? Tt seéms to me
very Iike an attempt to contract themgelves
out of the law., The clause, we find, makes
an owner liable for damage to a road by a
motor wagon or traction engine, but it says
nothing about repairs to the read. Clause

34 is a very important one in con-
nection with the width of tires, and
had it mnot beenr for the provise it

_ would have proved exceedingly drastie.
T have taken the trouble to work that out
and I find that on a G-inch tire, Gowt. only
can be¢ carried per inech of width, and, in-
cloding the weight of the vehiele, the total
comes out at 7 tons dewt. If we take off
two tons that would leave 5 tons dewt. I
heard the other day of a team arriving

‘no bridges, and
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in Carparvon with 75 bales of wool
That would be a considerable weight.
Taking seven bales to the ton, that

would give a weight of over ten tons. I
bave known as much as 12 tons to_be car-
ried on six-inch tires. In parts of the State,
far from these heavy loads doing damage
to the'roads, they do a considerable amount
of good, because there are no culverts and
_consequently the heavy
weights on the wide tires have the effect of
consolidating the roads, There are two
points in connection with the eclause that
perhaps are worthy of consideration. One,
as I have mentioned before, is that there
is no minimum width of tire. That point
is well worthy of consideration. To see very
small tires carrying heavy freights, really
makes one’s heart gick, and it i8 to be won-
dered how the roads are maintained at all,
The other point is that the owners of wve-
bicles having tires under the regulation size
shall be allowed 12 months from the passing
of ‘the Act in which to alter their tires. The
period of 12 months is somewhat short. In
the first place people say there will be so
many alteratiohs that wheelwrights will not
be able to do the work, and then another
redson ig that the cost will be so much that
people will not be able to rush inte it alf
at once. I .understand from the Minister
that all the regulations have to be laid on
the Table of the House for 14 days and
must be disagreed with by both Houses be-
fore they c¢an be disallowed. When the
Minister replies I would like him to explain
the meaning of the last schedule, I have
been trying to puszle ont the concluding
portion of it. It siarts with motor cars not
exceeding power weight. T understand that
the power weight Las to be ascertained by
adding the weight expressed in éwts. of the
car to the liorse power, caleulated on the
Dendy-Marghall formula. With these few re-
marks I have much pleasure in supporting
the Bill.

Hop. J. MILLS (Central) [5.5): So far
as I can understand the pooling of license
fees will apply only to the metropolitan
area, There is no provision 30 far as I can
see for pooling to be dome by the leenl
authorities anywhere eclse.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: A blank cheque to the
Minister.

‘Hon. J. MILLS: When thie Bill was in-

“troduced in another place there was a pro-

vigion in it for this, but for some reason or
other it wasg deleted. T can give a casg in
point wher¢ I think it is very necessary
that such a provision should apply. Im
the . Geraldton distriet the main road lead-
ing to Northampton  is about 36 miles in
leangth. It enters the Tpper Chapman road
distriet four miles from Geraldton and it
leaves it seven miles from Northampton.
Thus about 25 miles: of road is nsed by cars
going to and from Geraldtom, and some of
thogse cars are licenged vehicles for hire and
profit. In cases of that kind those carg
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which are loecated in Geraldton or North-
ampton should contvibute fees for using the
road in that particulay district. Tt is my in-
tention when the Bill is in Committee to
moeve in the direction of reinstating the
clanse which was deleted by another place.

Houn. J. CORNELL (South) [57]: Hav-
ing the Bill before us is like meeting an
old friend.
in one or two instances the deplorable lack
of memory which exists amongst some of
our friends. The Bill to say the hest of it,
is what some hon. members bere would not
accept on a previous occasion. [t seems to
me that it is entirely a mensure of unifica
tion.  TIts objeet seems to be to_ take away
the statutory power mow vested in various
bodies throughont the State. It is what we
might expect the Federal Government would
do to the various States if they had the
power. Therefere, it is in 2 sense a meas-
ure of wnification, and so to speak symbol-
ical of the direction in which we are driff:
ing. The Bill ig ecssentially one for Com-
mittee,  There are however one or two
features which have a particular interest for
me. One is the pooling system, and for the
sake of variety I intend to reverse the
opinion which 1 expressed in this House on
that question on two previous occasions, T
opposed the pooling system on fmmer oe-
casions, and if I change my views now I
shall ounly be doing sqmethmg in keeping
with the action of other members 'in the
Chamber who now propose to support the
Bill—the leader of the Honse for one. That
hon. gentleman in his introductory remarks
said there was no doubt the House would Le
taking a serions respousibility wmpon its
shoulders if it rejeeted the pooling pro-
vigions, and if it were to do so, it would
be up to us te find some other equitable
method of distributing the fees between the
different authorities. In one of those refros-
pective moments which come at all times to
all men, I delved back into the past and
found that the present leader of the House
in 1912 and 1913 appearcd to take up the
line of least restistance—and that was
generally characteristic of him—when he
said very little on the pooling clanse, buot
he did muneh by reason of the faect that he
recorded his vote against it on two oceasiona.
Now' he tells us we will be taking wvpon
ourselves a serious responsibility if we re-
jet the proposal, How is he going to square
the compasst Sinee so0 many have
ceeded by variety, I feel inclined to do like-
wigse in order to see how T shall get on in
the future, The leader of the House is not
the only delinguent in that regpect. I am
anxiéus to see how other hon. members will
ghape. I find that in 1912, in addition {o
the leader of the House, Mr. (larke, Mr.
Hamarsley, and Mr. “\IcKeune, and last bat
not least pur friend Sir Bdward Wittenoom,
‘who has just contributed a few potent re-
marks on thig qunestion, declared that they
were mnot in a position to express any
opinion, but would -vote for the clanse.

Its re-introduction goes to prove:

lion.

gue-

position in 1912 and 1913,
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Hon, 8ir E, H. Wittenoom:
tered circumstances now.

Hon, J. CORNELL: 1In 1912 we find that
was the position. T Dbear in mind that there
are only 15 members in the Chamber to-day
who constituted the majority against the pro-
posal in 1911, We turn to the proposal when
it wag submitted in 1918 ‘and we find that
it is identical with the proposal which
is before us now, The hon. gentlemen whosc
names I have mentioned, were consistent in-
asmmch as they again assisted to throw out
the proposal, the voting being 11 to 10.
Amongst the 11 votes we find the names of
Mr. Colebatch, Mr. Hamersley, Mr, Ciarke,
and Sir Bdward Wittenoom. They were
trie to the vote they recorded, 12 months
previonsly. Mr, Lynn voted in 1913 in a
direction different from that in which he
voted in 1912, I find that Mr. MeKenzie
also reversed his vote. That hou. member
voted against the pooling proposals in 1912,
but he voted for them in 1913. Those twao
members therefore did not know where
they were in those two years, but the other
four hon. members tried and true, came out
with fiying colours. To-day we find the
leader of the Flouse telling us that we shall
be taking upon our shoulders a very serious
responsibility if we rejeet the proposals,
and we have Sir Edward Wittenoom telling
us that he iz not in a position to do other-
wise than to vote for it. I say it advisedly
that the facts which presented themselves
in 1912-13 were as salient then as they are
to-day.

Hou. Sir E. H. Wittencom:
are you referring to?

Hon. JJ. CORNELL: The pooling clauses.
There is mnot one iota of difference
in the pooling provisions to-day from what
they were when they were submifted in this
House before. The leader of the House gave
additional reason the other night why we
should take the serious step of voling for
the pooling provisions, and he went on to
say that in view of the number of fatal ae-
cidents that had ocenrred in the ecity, we
should be taking a still heavier responsi-
hility on our shonlders if we failed to earry
the provisions. If the proposal of to-day
provides facilities which will militate against
accidents in the city, I say the proposals of
1912 and 1913 contained the same facilities.
That being so, it may be contended that thia
House is responsible for aecidents which oe-
enrred in 1912 and 1913. Fgr the sake of
variety I feel almost inclined to vote against
the eclause, and sce -what the fufure will
bring. I may remind hon. members that
consistency should be a virtne of delibera-
tive assemblies. Occasionally I change owing
to cireumstanees, but some hon. members ap-
pear to change from choice. T am perfectly
satisfied that the leader of the House, if he
takes the trouble to reply will, as is eustom-
ary with him, convinee the House that he
has a good case and that I have a had one.
But he will not convinee me that the posi-
tion he takes up to-day .squares with his
There is another

There are al-

What pomt
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part of the Bill to which I entertain decided
objection, and which I hope will strike other
members as it strikes me and people outside.
I refer to Olause 20, which the leader of the
House has stated is new here, having been
adopted from the English, Vietorian, and
New South Wales Aeta. If the provisions of
that clavge are new here, I approach. them
en the bread basis Qf.'rea,s_nning: that what
‘the clause .proposes to do is met being al-
rcady doue by the subsidiary boidies from
which the Bill proposes to take pway certain
powers, Therefore we ar: on new ground.
To use the words of the Miuister for Edu-
cation, in the public intercsts if is necessary
that we should have u standard of compet-
ency for motor car drivers. With that I
agree. But I do mot agree with the state-
meht that the standard of competency of a
motor driver should be a basgis for the col-
lection of revenue. That is wrong and un-
sound. If we charge a motor driver £1 for
obtaining a certificate of competeney, well
and good; bnt let him hold that certificate
until it is taken away from him owing to
his negleet or misconduct. Bay Mr. Brown
owns a motor car. He is taxed for owning
that motor ear, and béfore he can drive it
he must obtain a certificate of competency.
Well and good; but I say it is unsound and
unjust that he should be charged for the an-
nual renewal of hig certificate of compet-
ency. Sobelause (2) of Clause 30 provides
that the driver of a steam locomotive or
steam traction engine shall conform to the
provisions of the Tnspection of Maehinery
Act, 1904. SBuch drivers arve not asked by
this Bill to do more than they are doing to-
day. The driver of a traction engine has to
go beforc o board of examiners, and one of
the econditions of the examination is that he
must lodge a fee of 10s. If he fails, he for-
feits that fee; if he pusses, that fee is taken
as part payment of the fee for his certifi-
cate. He may get a eertificate of compet-
ency to drive a stationary engine, or a first
class or second class winding engine; and in
respect. of such a certificate he pays a fur-
ther 18s. or 15s. as -the final qualifying fee.
Moreover, he has to produee a medical cer-
tificate of general health. Hawing fulfilled
those conditions, his obligations cease. His
certifieate is not viewed as in the nature of
a revenue proposition. Once having gbtained
his certificate of competency, he is not called
upon to pay a further fee unless he loses the
certificnte, when he iz called upon to pay a
small fee for renewal, That position is sound
and logical. As regards the motor driver,
howeter, the Commissioner of Police is to be
the tribunal to decide as to competency.
Can  any tribunal decide whether the
driver of a motor ecar, and particularly
one plying for passenger- hire, is eom-
petent wuvnless he furnishes evidence of
physical fitness® I say no. There must be
some standard of physical fitness in the case
of the driver of a motor car.” However, T
say it iz absolutely wrong and unscund that
a motor driver’s cectificate of = competency
should be made the basis of an annually re-
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eurring charge. Once having obtained lis
certificate, he shovld be immune for all time
from. the payment of further fees. We might
as well provide that the driver of a lorry in
the metropolitan arem, being liable te do
some injury to the travelling publie, should
obtain an aunual certificate of competency
and pay.an annually reeurring fee. Let us
follow in the case of the motor driver the
procedure laid down for 25 years past in' the
Tuspection of Machinery Aect regarding the
issne of certificates to engine drivers. Again,
as regards the driver of a steam fractor, this
Bill merely provides for the payment of oné
qualifying fee under the lnspection of Ma-
chinery Act. But in the case of an oil
tractor, the Bill requires the driver to pay
an aunual license fee. In introdueing the
measure the leader of the House said he did
not think it was competent for this Cham-
%er to, incresse the fees provided by the

. -

The Minister for Education:
House. ean decrease the fees, .

Hon. J. CORNELL: Yeés; and if this
House lays it down that the fee in the case
of the motor driver shall not be a recurring
cliarge, it is within the provinee of another
place to accept our suggestion, T agree cne
tirely with Sir Edward Wittenoom as re-
gards Clanse 34, T Dbelieve that clavse is not
now a8 originally drafted. As it stands
now, it is an absurdity., I understand that
one of the chief reasons for legislation as to
width of tires is that narrow tires are in-
juriovs to 2 rozd. The view taken is that,
as we ingist on widening tires, we limit in-
jury to the roads. But Clause 34 contains a
proviso which states that the same tonnage
may be carried on a 7-inch tire as on a 6-
inch, which is ridienlous. T agree with Sir
Edward ‘Wittenoom that there should be a
minimum size of tire if we are convinced—
and we are—that narrow tires are injurious
to tke roads. But once the minimum size of
tire ig fixed, the tonnage to be earried should
be on the up grade correspondingly with
inereasing width of tire. To say that a
wagon with a 6-inech tire should earry omly
five tons on any road in this State is to
say something that borders on insanity.
Twenty odd years ago in the North-West 1
difove a wagon with G-inch tires and ear-
ried 10 tons. Immediately we depart from
the 6-inch tire, the load is unlimited. While
a man may carry 5 tons 4ewt. on a G-inch
tire, he may carry 60 tons on a 6%%4-inch tire.

The Minister for Education: Any weight
may be carried. on a 6-inch tire, -

Hon, J. CORNELL: There is ne compari-
son between the damage done by a 6-inch
tire and a 3-inch tire carrying the' same
weights, While it might be advantageons
to grapple with this gquestion in the metro-
politan area, the clanse as drafted will in-
flict hardship on the agricultural areas, and
any man who haj done.carrying work will
realise - how absurd it is. I support the
second reading. "When the Bill was before
the House in 1912-13, it was not considered
88 8 party measure and, on that oceasion; I

But this
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voted as much against the leader of the
House a8 I voted with him. I intend to fol-
low the same independent line of action on
this occasion.

Hon. A, SANDERSON (Metropohtan-
Suborban) [5.32]: The local governing
bodies in the metropolitan-suburban areas
will doubtless welcome this Bill. I am so
anxious to expedite its passage that I do not
propose to refer to amything with which
we can deal in @ommittee.  There is one
matter to which reference will be prohibited
in Committee, and I propose to deal with it
on the second reading. When the Minister
was moving the second reading, I asked a
question about seroplanes, It seemed to be
treated with some derision. ‘

The Minister for Edueation: Not by me.

Hon. A, SANDERSON: I am glad to have
that assurance. If the Government had the
foregight and the imagination which a Gov-
ernment should hate, they would have paid
some attention to this matter. It was only
a few days after the introduetion of the Bill
that, in looking through the files of the Mel-
bourne ‘‘Age’’ and the Sydmey ‘‘Bulletin,’’
I saw references to thiz very subject, point-
ing out the urgency of it. In the ‘‘Age’’ of
-the 10th Oectober, the following appears:—

Control of the Air. Among the many
questions upon which Commonwealth and

Btate authority is divided is the control of

the air, The position is so anomalous that

an early readjustment is desirable, not
only in the interests of aviation develop-
ment, but for the safety of life and limb
in the erowded cities and towns,
It is not necessary to read the whole of the
article, although it is interesting and of
value. It goes on to say—

As matters stand, the Commonwealth is a

party to the air eonvention of Paris, the

rnles of which have been accepted by ali

nations for the future governmeat of aerial .

trafic. Buk it could no more prevent an
agroplane from flying cover Collins-street
than it could sweep back the Pacific Ocean.
The Commonwealth Government, in the ex-
ercisa of its powers derived from other
sources, may prevent flights over forts or
arsenals or other military establishments;
it may direct aercplanes coming from a
foreign country to enter the Common-
wealth only at specifie places and land at
certain spots for inspection by customs

. officials; and it ean forbid the earriage
of mails by aeroplane. But there, under
the present division of constitutional

powers, its authority ends. The States are
nominally the policemen of the air, but
they have drawn up no cods of rules, no
system of permits, and apparently have no
intention of exereising control.
That will give membera some idea of the
* position, thongh I have not read the whole
of the article. My conviction is that the only
way to handle Western Australia properly ia
by utilising to the fullest extent modern
scientifie appliances, so that this question is

[COUNCIL.]

really an urgent one as it certainly is a
traffic one.

The Minister forK Education: It is dealt
with everywhere else in a separate Bill and
not in a Traffie Bill.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: The statement
here is that it has not been dealt with at all
in any of the States.

The Minister for Education: In England.

Hon, A, SANDERSON: I did not lknow
that they had a Traffic Bill, I quite realise
that the Minister has considerable weight
and responsibility in dealing with many im-
portant public matters, but I put this to
him, that the Public Works Department
should, at the earliest possible stage, take
this matter into serious consideration and
deal with it. The article in the ‘¢Bulletin’’
of the Oth October, a day before the article
appeared in the ‘‘Age,’’ is headed ‘‘An-
archy in the Air.’? I will not read the
whele of it, although it is very pertinent to
this question of the regulation of traffic. It
states—

Australiag. has been called ‘‘the greatest
flying country in the world,’’ and is, np
doubt, in so far as climate is concerned.
But in other important respeets, it is the
most conspicuous laggard of any white
man’s country.

It is an illustration of the lack of foresight
and imagination that characterises the Gov-
ernment. There was an artiele in the ! West
Aunstralian’’ of the 20th Oectober, an inter-
view with Major PBrearley, who dealt with
the same matter. He pointed cut that, in
dealing with the proposed flight from Perth to
Kalggorlie, notking could be done uatil eare-
ful surveys had been made of the roads and
landing grounds had been pelected. It is
very easy to see thab, until the matter is
considered by the Public Works Department,
and until they bring their information-up to
date, either we shall have nothing at all
until there is a serious difficulty or an acci-
dent or else wo shall be ealled upon to rush
something through in a hurried manner,
characteristic of some of the work brought
before Parliament.

Hon. 8ir E. H. Wittenoom: Has anyone
sufficient experience to frame a Bill#

Hon. A. SANDERSON: We are working
under thé Paris convention at present. I
would be the last to claim to be an authority
on the question, but I am intensely interested
in the matter and am convinced that the way
to handle Western Australia is te utilise to
the fullest extent these moderm appliances
such as motor care, wireless felegraphy, and
flying machines. Only by that method shall
we preserve Australia white and develop this
country as it should be developed. Major
Brearley says—

The inauguration of regumlar passenger,
mail, and urgent freight services between
important centres——

I think he has already demonstrated to us
that that can be done.

Hon. A, -H. Panton:,
Proposition just now.’

.y

A p}etty' e-xp_,ensive
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Hen. A. SANDERSON: I do not wish to
go into that, first becauge I am not’ compe-
tent to discuss the details and, secondly, be-
cauge it will prevent us from getting into
Committee on thiz Bill. I urge very strongly
that the Miniater note this matter for the
benefit of the Public Works Department and
lat us show gome foresight -in our work. Let
the department get to work now and prepare
all the ground for a very careful Bill to deal
with this matter, If we are to. have State
trains and State steamers, I am going to
vote for State aeroplanes. If it is the de-
cision of the ecountry to have these things
‘under the State to the absolute prevention
of private enterprise, although I think it is
an unsound poliey, still, if 1 cannot get my
way, I shall urge the Government to make
the necessary experiments and find out the
latest improvements and prices and all the
information on the subjeet.

Hon. G. J. G. W, Miles: Wonld you like
the Goverhment to appoint a council to man-
age it?

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I shall read one
more esxtract from Major Brearley’s most
interesting article— )

Given a climate like Western Australia

has, the tremendous distanees over un-
populated areas offer ideal opportunities
for aviation, with less risk and much
groater comfort than other forms of trans-
port can offer. Oun account of the excelient
fiying conditions here, T was able to insure
my aeroplanes in London against all classes
of accident at a very low premium, and
now that the public have had a good taste
of flying, their doubts have disappeared
and it will be a simple matter for me to
develop aerial transporf, and that is why
the eompany is being formed.
The Minister is quite right in treating this
matter with the seriousness it deserves. Re-
garding the rest of the Bill, the people, my
colleagues and I represent are muech in-
terested in the details: I do not wish to
delay it by speaking on the second reading
on half a dozen topics, which certainly de-
mand discussion, but which ean be very well
dealt with in Committee,

Hon. A. H. PANTON (West) [5.45]:
There are one or two clauses in this Bill I
. should like to deal with, and I hepe in Com-
mittee to be able to amend them. Clause
13, for instance, is one. It reads—

It ghall not be competent for a local
anthority to refuse to grant any license
under this part of this Act in respect of
any vehicle, to an applicant tendering the
proper fee or not bound to pay any fee,
unless—

Paragraph (f) savs—

In the ease of an application for a pas-
senger vehicle or a earrier’s license, the
applicant is of bad repute, or is not a fit
and proper person to be the holder of such
a license, or the number of Vcenses isgned
has reached the perseribed limit, or the
rgasonable requirements of the public do
not justify the granting of ‘the licemse.
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From this on the Bill requires ameodment.
The latter portion of this paragraph will
place in the hands of the local authorities
the right to say whether a carrier, or any-
one dealing with vehicley, is to extend his
business or not. A man may be running two
or three motor ears, and find that he has
sufficient work for another. This gives the
local authority power to say whether this
man ¢an run another motor car or not, I
propose, in Committee, to ask hon. members
to atrike out the latter portien of this para-
graph. Clawse 34 deals with the width of
tires, about which a good deal has been
said. I do not profess to know much about
the driving of wool wagons in the North-
West, but I do know something about the
driving of tip-drays about the metropolitan
area. Those people who are contraeting,
carting bricks, stoue, or building material,
and wood carters, must now have on their
wheels tires of a width in accordance with
the size of the axle, Quite recently I have
been shown tires which have just Dbeen
placed on the vehicles. If this clause is
passed as printed, limiting to each whecl
of the vehicle a total weight of 6ewt. for
each ineh of width of bearing surface of the
tire, practically every brick dray in the
metropolitan area—there being several hun-
dreds of these—must either have a lighter
load placed in them or mew wheels put on.
A brick dray will earry about 35ewt., .and
each one is able to load 500 bricks. This
load is s0 arvanged as to obviate the neces-
sity for counting the bricks on and off. A
man ean Joad 500 brieks without eounting
them because the dray is built for that pur-
pose. If this clause is passed the body of
the dray will have to be altered, or new
wheels will have to_be put on. It may be
gaid that the owners or users of these ve-
hicles will be allowed 12 months in which
to wear out the tires. T am informed on
good authority, however, that these tires
will not show a great deal of wear within
that period. Tt means, therefore, that these
alterations will have to be effected.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: What is the
width of the tire nowt '
Hon. A. . PANTON: It is 414 inches,

Hon. J. F. Allen: What Is the weight of
the bricks?

Hon, A, H. PANTON: Five hundred
bricks weigh 30 cwt. This would pive a
total weight, including the carl, of GScwt.
If it is first provided that the tire must be
occording to the size of the axle, and then
altered so that it must be according to the
weight, no end nf inconvenience will bhe
caused to those who own these vebicles. This
dees not only apply to-brick drays. There
are many drays used by wood yards in the
metropolitan area which will be in the same
position, 1 propose, in Commitiee. to move
that the word ‘‘six’’ be altered to ‘‘ten.’’
Clause 38 also requires amendment. Tt
says— . '
Every person in charge of a vehicle
shall, if required by a member 'of the
police force, or an inspector or other offi-
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cer of the loeal authority, forthwith cause
such vehicle with the load (if any) there-
on to be weighed at the most eonvenient
weighing ‘machine erected or recognised
by a local awthority within two miles of
‘the place where the requisition is made.
One can imagine a policeman asking a man
with 214 tons in his vehiele to go back for
two miles beeanse there is some dispute as
to the weight behind his horse. I think if
this word ‘‘two?’ were alteréd to ‘‘half’’
it woold he quite sufficient. If T were sit-
ting behind a horse and someone wanted me
to go buck two miles, possibly over a rough
road, T am sure T showld suffer the penalty
of £10 rather than submit. That would be
the position of most drivers, Paragraph (j)
of Bubclanse (1) of Clause 40 should appeal
partienlarly to country members. It says—
Regulate the mauner in which horses or
other animals in teams shall he driven,
yoked or harnessed. )
The man most capable of knowing how to
yoke his team is the driver himgelf, The
paragraph is o ridieulous one. It may be
necessary, i the opinion of the driver or
owner of the vehiele, to drive hig team in
tandem or in some other way. Tt is quite
possible that there would be a traffic inspee-
tor or policeman who knew nothing about
horses or any other animal, trying to die-
tate to & man who has been driving horses
or other animals all his life, as to how he
shouldl yoke up hiz team. In Committea 1
propdse to move that this paragraph be
struck out. I support the clause dealing with
the pooling of license fees. I have in mind
a piece of road of five miles in length in the
provinee I vepresent. On a Sunday after-
noon hetween 40 and 45 motor cars pass
aloug that road, but the road bhoard respon-
gible for that piece of road has uever col-
lerted any of the license fees paid for these
pavticular motor cars. .
Hon. J. Nicholson: Tt it a main road?
Mon. A, H, PANTON: Yes, and the road
board is responsible for its, maintenanee. It
ia only fair that this local authority should
receive some part of the reverue that is
paid. Clause 8 will relieve a situation which
has existed for some time. I understand
that licenses issued in any part of the State
will be operative, it this Bill becomes law,
throughout the State, In the metro-
politan  area there are wmany taxi-car
drivers and owners, Some of these
are living in  South Perth, but
have to take out a license and pay a fee,
althougl they have to pay another license
fee to ply for hire in another munici-
ality. Almost every driver on the rank in
front of the General Post Office has to pay
two license fees, one for South Perth and
one for Perth. One of these drivers challenged
the right of the Perth City Council to charge
2 sccond fee in view of the High Court rul-
ing, but he had to pay up. I teke it that
this will nol be possible in the future, and
that one lcense taken out in any part of the
State will éperate over the whole State. I
notice in the Bill that all the penalties are
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definite. Here aund there it says that the
penalty shall be £10 or £50, as the case may
Le, whereas in other Bills the penalties are
set ont in such a way that they are not to
exeeed £10 or £50. I should like to know if
this will give the authorities the right to
make these the minimum penalties, or
whether the words mean what they say in
the Bill. With the exception of the amend-
meuts T intend to put forward later, the Bill
meets with my approval.

On motion by Hon. J. Nicholson, debate
adjourned.

BILL—JUSTICES ACT AMENDMENT.,

Message received from the Assembly noti-
fying that the amendment made by the Coun-
cil had been agreed to.

BI.L—VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

BILL—WHEAT MARKETING.
Second Reading.

The HONORARY MINISTER (Hon, -C,
F. Baxter—East) [557] in wmoving the

second reading said: This is only a
short measure to extend the Wheat
Marketing Act, with certain amend-
ments, For the past three years thove-

have been Wheat Marketing Billa be-
fore this Chamber, They have heen thor-
oughly discussed, and I do not, therefore, in-
tendl to dilate on the matter this afterncon.
Last session a Royal Commission sat for some
time on the Wheat Marketing Scheme of
this State and made reports, and after deal-
ing fully with our Wheat Scheme, and spend-
ing considerable time upon it, they have fur-
pished us with a report for which they are
enttitled to every credit, Their eiforts ex-
tended rvight to the inner workings of the
Seheme and are appreciated by all. They
are to be commended that they put a differ-
ent complexXion on the state of affairs in re-
gard to wheat handling in Western Aus-
tralia, As Minister in charge of the depart-
ment, I must express my appreciation of the
good work which was done by hou. members
who comprised that Comunission, The pre-
sent Bill is to approve of the further ae-
quiring of wheat for the year 1910-20, and
to approve of the handling agreement with
the agents who have been handling it for the
past two years, namely, the Westralian
Farmers Ltd. Although this agreement has
received consideration, it cannot come into
operation nntil it has been ratified by Par-
liament. The agreemeht has been accepted
by the company nnd after ratification by
Parliament will he proceeded with., Thé, cost
of wheat handling in this State has been
very low and the position generally has been
very satisfactory. The handling was car-
ried out last evear for 1.3:d. per bushel. This
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is something that we have reason to be proud
of. The terms and conditions of the agree-
ment for handling are the same as those
nnder which we were working last year. Last
year’s operations were very satisfactory in-
deed. Of course there were sonie small ane-
malies such as always exist in a scheme of
this magnitude, but the workings between
the scheme and the agents were highly satis-
faetory, and the wheat was well cared for by
hoth. In addition to the agreement in the
matter of extending the acquiring powers,
provision is also made to advanece against
eorin sacks., This was found to be very suye-
cesstul last vear, and it enabled the farmers
to save 5%4d. per dozen on their purchases of
sacks. The financial position in regard to
wheat in past years has been fairly satisfae-
tory from the point of view of the wheat-
grower. Tfor the season 1915-1G the grower
hagheen paid 4s. 4£%44d., less freiglit. Wehave
now none of that season’s wheat on hand.
For the 1916-17 wheat 4s. was paid and we
have 375,200 bushels of fhat wheat still on
hand, some of it slightly damaged. That was
the season when most of the States saffered
from floods, from miece and from weevils.
For the 1917-18 wheat 4s. was paid, and
there iz on hand 1,912,466 buslels, all of it
in good order. For last season, 1918-19, 4s,
4q. has been paid and we have still on hand
6,462,000 bushels.

Hon. J. Mills:
freight?

The HONORARY MINISTER: All those
payments were less freight., When the Pre-
mier introduced thé Bill in another Cham-
ber, he said the guarantee was 4s. 4d., less
freight. That statement was quite correet,
but since then it has been agreed to increase
the guarantee to 5s. net at sidings, It is
anticipated that this season will leave some-
thing like 12,000,000 bushels on hand. There
is every prospeet of a good harvest in this
State, but wnfortimately smech is not the case
in the Eastorn States. I and the officers of
the departinent feel grateful to the Railway
autheritics for the splendid way in which
they handled the wheat during the past
year, and T trusgt that their plant will enable
them to do everything that is required this
year, The Government expect to run a lot
of the wheat straight te the boats instead
of to depots.

Ton. J. Nicholson: Is the agreement on
the same lines as that of last year?

The HONOQRARY MINISTER: It is éx-
actly the same. I move— > .

That the Bill be now read a second
time,

On motion by Hon. Sir BE. H. Wittenoom,
debate adjourned.

Is that price net or less

BILL—SLAUGHTER OF GALVES
RESTRICTION,

‘Second Reading.

\
The HONQRARY MINISTER (Hon. C.
F. Baxter—Bast) [6.5]: This is another

. preserve the calves for dairy stock.
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short measure, It contains only one clanse.
Sinee 1912 the slaughter of heifer calves
in the metropolitan area has been engaging
the attention of the departmental officers
and, at a later stage, of the metropolitan
dairymen themselves. They tried to devise
gsome scheme by Wwhich to save the heifer
calves. Ealy in 1917 they attempted to
gecure a suitable tract of country but, afier
eonsideration, it Aid not appear practicable,
and they gave up the whole question. in
the early part of this year the Government
purchased a anumber of heifers, but they
were for the soldier settlemeut scheme and
ate mow at Yandanooka. The Bill applies
nmzinly to the metropelitan area, but lon,
members will see that power is taken by
regulation to make it apply to any parvt
of the State where required. It wonld be a
diffieult matter to set down in the Bill %
complete list of places whore it may be re-
quired. Although we have good dairy stock
in the metropolitan area, a very large num-
ber of calves are slanglhtered ench year.
More especially was this so daring the past
12 months when meat was realising high
prices. The Bill will not impose any hard-
ship on the dairymen, beecause while they
will be forced to keep their heifer calves up
to the age of six months, after that time the
calves will feteh a muneh better price thaw
would have been secured by sending them to
the butcher when only a month old.

Hon. J. Nicholson: What is the idea of
preventing the slaugliter?

The HONQRARY MINISTER: If we
save the ealves for six monthy they will
hring a much better price from the farmer
who wants milking cows, than they would
from the huteher at an earlier age, Another
thing: a six months calf is fit to travel long
distances, whereas when it is, say, only three
months old, there is a certain risk of losing
it on the road.

Hon. T. Cornell: Tt weans better prices,
but not better breeding.

Tho HONORARY MINISTER: That is
not so, It will rest with the purchasers to
sec that the calves purchased arve from gosd
stoek, Not all the cows in the metropalitan
area arve first elass, but they arve all of
fair average. The dairyman is not going to
keep a cow of no value as a milk producer:
A large majority of the ecalves ave well
worth keeping for milking, and it is de-
airgus that we shonld prevent their slanghter.
Iu South Australia tkey have a scheme for
saving the calves, notwithstanding which
slaughter still goes on there to a large ex-
tent. '

Hon. J. Wicholson:
serve dairy stoek.

The HONORARY MINISTER:

It is hoped to pre- '

Yes, to
We
have 5,000 :head of dairy steck in the metro-
politan  area, and during the past six
months 851 calves were slaughtered within
that area,' probably 50 per cent. of them
being heifer ealves, T adwnit that the
slanghterings Lave been rather abnormal on
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account of the high price of meat. The
measure does not need much comment. I
move

_That the Bill be now read. a second
time.

Hon. J. MILLS (Central) [6.10]: 'The
Bill is a most useful one and should give
exeellent results. It is regrettable that it
was not introduced many years ago, becauss
to my knowledge for a long period some of
the best milking cows from the Eastern
States have been brought here, It is not
the buginess of the dairymen to consider
whether it. i in the interests of the
State that the calves should be kept.
He thinks only of the cow, and 8o
the State loses the calves. Almost
invariably calves are so0ld for from
20s. to 25s. per head, whereas if kept for
a few years they wonld be worth that many
pounds as dairy cows. Ii explains one of the
reasons why we have to import so much of
out butter. I hope the districts in which the
Bill is to operate will not he confined to
the metropolitan area, but will be extended
to inclede all towns where they have dairy
herds. When the Bill is in Committee I
intend to move a new clause as follows—
““Only bulls of a milking strain shall he
mated to eows in 2 milking area.’”” Then
purchagers would know that the calves were
of 3 reliable strain, whereas at present the
dairyman may use any bull, the question of
breeding not appealing to him. I have

pleasore in supporting the second reading of.

the Bill,
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

The House adjowrned al 6.15 p.m.
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[ASSEMBLY ]

QUESTIONS (2) — INDUSTRIES
ASSISTANCE BOARD INSUEANCES,

Damage by Hail

Mr. PICEERING (for Mr, Johnston)
asked the Minister for Industries: 1, Has
the Industries Assistance Board deeided not
to pay premiums for insurance against hail
on crops this year? 2, Have not the losses
from hail been very heavy during some past
seasons! 3, What is the reason for this
change of pollcy?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES re-
plied: 1, No. The Board will insure againat
hail at the written request of the settler. 2,
The losses have not been unduly heavy, con-
sidering the large areas under crop. 3,
There is no change in policy.

Ingurance against Fire,

Mr, PICKERING (for Mr. Jolnston)
asked the Minister for Industries: 1, Is the
Industries Assistance Board only. inguring

wheat crops against fire at the rate of 3s.
per bushel this yeart 2, In view of the price
of 58t per bushel for wheat at sidings, is
this rate high enough to protect the Board
for the risk involved?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES re-
plied: 1, Insurance has been fixed at 3s. 6d.
per bushel, 2, Yes.

QUESTION-—-30LDIER BSET TLEMEN.T:

Mr. HICKMOTT asked the Premier: 1,
Is he aware that .considerable dissatisfac-
tion exists among the returned soldiers
owing to the action of the Central Board
in turning down many places recommended
by the local committeed 2, Is it a fact that
a returned soldier has been allotted a block
of land on the Jeleobine estate, priced at
48s. per aere? 3, If so, why has a bloek in
the same district, well improved and reecom-
mended by the loecal committee, price 16a.
per acre, been turned down without inspee-
tion? 4, Ts he aware that two farms in the
Pingelly district, recommended by the local
committee and turned down as unsoitable
for returned men, have since been sold pri-
vately at a considerahle advance in price?
5, If so, what is the nse of local committees?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. The Dis
charged Soldiers’ Settlement Board is the
responsible authority dealing with applica-
tions, and the final decision must rest with
it. 2 No. Two applications have heen made
by ‘returned soldiers for land in thia estate,
but have not yet been finalised. 3, If the
hon. member will specify the case, inguiries
will be made into it. 4, No, but if such is
the case it does not necessarily imply that
they were sunitable for scldier settlement at
the prices asked. 5, Answered by No. 4.

QUESTION—HAMPTON PLAINS,
ROAD TROM BOULDER.

Mr, LUTEY (without notice) asked -the
Minigter for Works: Are the Government in



